Contents

PREFACE
1. LETTERS AND SOUNDS

Analysis
Vowel and Consonant Letters
Speech Sounds
Vowel Sounds
Consonant Sounds

2. ELEMENTS: BASES AND AFFIXES

Elements vs. Syllables
Elements vs. Spellings
Bases, Free and Bound
Elements and Etymology
Elements and Meaning
Affixes: Prefixes and Suffixes
Inflectional Suffixes
Derivational Suffixes
A Different Kind of Derivational Suffix
Stems
Compound Words
Setting Bound Elements Free
A Note on Syllables

3. SIMPLE ADDITION AND THE THREE CHANGES

Simple Addition
The Three Changes
The First Change: Insertion.
Twinning
Two Important Patterns: vcc and vcv
Expanding the Twinning Rule
Primary Word Stress
Secondary Stress
Twinning and Variant Spellings
Other Cases of Insertion
<k> Insertion
Linking Particles
The Second Change: Deletion.
Silent Final <e>
Silent Final <e> as Vowel Marker
The vce# Pattern
Words Ending <aste> and <ange>
The vccle vs. vele Contrast
Final <e> After Unstressed Vowels
The ve# Pattern
Silent Final <e> as a Consonant Marker
Silent Final <e> as an Insulator
Fossil Final <e>

(<2}

[(el¥eclieclo)Ne)]

12

12
12
13
13
14
16
16
18
18
19
19
20
20

23

23
23
24
24
25
26
28
30
31
32
32
32
33
33
33
33
33
34
34
35
35
37
38



Final <e> and the Short Word Rule
Deleting the Final <e> that Marks Long Vowels
Deleting Silent Final <e> in Stems that End ve#
Deleting the Final <e> that Marks Consonants
Deleting the Final <e> that Insulates
Deleting the Fossil Final <e>
Deleting Other Silent Final <e>'s
The Silent Final <e> Deletion Rule
Some Other Minor Deletions
Penultimate <e> Deletion
Deletions to Avoid Certain Letter Sequences
The Third Change: Replacement.
Changing <y> to <i>
One Other Tactical Pattern: v.v

4. PROCESSES: ASSIMILATION, PALATALIZATION, SHORTENING

Assimilation
The Prefix Com-
The Prefix Ad-
The Prefix Ex-
The Prefix Sub-
Other Prefixes that Assimilate

Palatalization
Palatalized Spellings
The Suffix -ion and [shEn]
Words with <ition>
Sets
The Set {cede, ceed, cess}
The Set {tend, tent’, tense}
Some Conclusions about [shEn]
The Suffix -ion and [zhEn]
Shortening Rules
Suffix Rules
The Suffix -ity Rule
The Suffix -ic Rule
Third Vowel Rule
French Lemon Rule

5. THE SOUND-TO-SPELLING CORRESPONDENCES

A Note on Silent Letters

The Front Stops, Especially [t]

The Back Stops, Especially [K]

The Simple Fricatives, Especially [f]
The Palatal Sibilants, Especially [ch]
The Nasals, Especially [n]

The Liquids, Especially [r]

The Semivowels, Especially [w]

The Short Vowels, Especially [e]
The Long Vowels, Especially [A]

38
39
40
42
44
44
45
46
46
46
46
47
47
48

49

49
50
52
54
56
58
58
59
60
62
62
63
64
66
67
68
69
69
70
70
70
71
72
73

75

75
76
77
78
79
79
80
81
81
83



A Note on <i> Before <e>

The Diphthongs [oi] and [ou]

The Elusive Schwa
Schwa and Stress-Shifting
Some Conclusions About Schwa

84
85
85
86
87



